
  

1  
  

 
 
Privileging Voices of Parents influenced by their  

with Substances: Interpretative Description of Generative Dialogue in a 
Collaborative Group Process 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                             Proefschrift 
 

 
ter verkrijging van de graad van doctor aan Tilburg University op gezag van de 

rector magnificus, prof. dr. Ph. Eijlander, in het openbaar te verdedigen 
ten overstaan van een door het college voor promoties aangewezen commissie 

in de Ruth First zaal van de Universiteit op dinsdag 16 september 2014 om 14.15 uur 
 
 
 

door 
 

Stephanie Ann McCune 
geboren op 6 januari 1980 te Victoria B.C., Canada  



  

2  
  

Promotores: 
Prof. dr  S. St. George 
Prof. dr. J.B. Rijsman 
 
 
Overige commissieleden: 
Prof. dr. H. Anderson 
Prof. dr. J. Chang 
Prof. dr. S. McNamee 
Dr. O. Ness  

  
 

 



  

5  
  

Table of Contents 

PRIVILEGING  VOICES  OF  PARENTS  INFLUENCED   S  
RELATIONSHIP  WITH  SUBSTANCES:  INTERPRETIVE  DESCRIPTION  OF  
GENERATIVE  DIALOGUE  IN  A  COLLABORATIVE  GROUP  PROCESS   ERROR!  
BOOKMARK  NOT  DEFINED.  

ABSTRACT   3  

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N TS   4  

T A B L E O F C O N T E N TS   5  

CHAPTER  ONE:  INTRODUCTION   9  

My Work as a Counsellor    10  
Working  with  Youth.   10  
Working  with  Parents.   11  

What I Perceive As Being a Problem: Dissonance from Dominant Discourse    13  

What I Perceive to be Possibility: Social Constructionism and Collaborative Therapy with Parents 
   14  

Social  Constructionism.   14  
Collaborative  Therapy.   15  
History  of  a  Collaborative  Therapeutic  Group.   16  

My Inquiry   16  

M ethod: Interpretive Descr iption   18  

A Word about Words   18  

CHAPTER  TWO:  EXPLORING  DOMINANT  NARRATIVES  AND  THE  POTENTIALS  
OF  DIALOGICAL  PRACTICES   20  

Adolescent Substance Use and The Construct of Addiction: Discursive Telling of a Problem-
Saturated Story   20  

Historical Context of Adolescent Substance Use: The Industr ial Revolution and Legal Moralism   21  
History.   22  
Legal  Reform.   23  

In Relationship with A lcohol and/or O ther Drugs: Adolescents and Substances   25  

Prevalence   26  



  

6  
  

Parental Exper iences of Adolescent Substance Use   27  

The Domination of Normativity: Prevailing Perspectives of Adolescent Substance Use    28  
Theory.   29  
Disease  Perspectives  and  Treatment  Approaches.   30  
Moral  Perspective  and  Treatment  Approach.   32  
Social  Theoretical  Perspectives  and  Treatment  Approach.   33  
A  Natural  Recovery  Perspective:  The  Absence  of  a  Formal  Treatment  Approach.   34  

Parent Exper iences of Dominant Adolescent Substance Use Perspectives   35  

Parent Exper iences of Formal Substance Use T reatment Approaches   36  

Collaborative Practice: Plurality of Perspectives in Adolescent Substance Use Programming   39  
Dialogue.   39  
Collaborative  Practice  in  Therapy.   40  
Collaborative  Practice  in  Group  Therapy:  Connection  through  Conversation.   42  

The Poetics of Collaborative Practice in G roup Therapy   43  

An Opening for Inquiry   45  

Conclusion   46  

CHAPTER  THREE:  RESEARCH  INQUIRY  DESIGN   48  

Putting on M y Research Hat   48  
Multivocality.   49  
Epistemology.   50  
Reflexivity.   51  

F inding a M ethodological/Design M atch: Interpretive Descr iption   53  

My Research Question   55  

Context of M y Inquiry Process   56  
Recognizing  Resilience.   56  
My  Role  as  a  Group  Facilitator:  The  Aesthetics  of  My  Practice.   58  

Descr iption of My Inquiry Process   61  
Ethics.   62  
The  Research  Participants:  Recruitment  and  Orientation.   63  

Constructing and Conceptualizing   65  

Eliciting Understanding: Data Construction   65  
Interviewing.   66  
Transcription.   68  
Memoing.   68  

Synthesizing Data: Sifting, Sorting, and Sense-M aking   69  



  

7  
  

Theorizing: Questioning Best Guesses and M eaning-M aking   78  

Recontextualizing: Theory M eets Applied Practice   80  

CHAPTER  FOUR:  THEMATIC  DEPICTIONS   83  

Descr iption of F indings: The Point Beyond the Walls   83  

Dialogue Constructed in the G roup Process   84  

   85  
The  Rollercoaster  Ride:  Ups  and  Downs.   85  

   86  

Impact of a Familiar Story   86  

Breaking Down Walls: Sparking the Conditions of Dialogue   88  

Relational Conditions What we Take Up in Relationship (dialogue creates our social reality)   88  
The  Condition  of  Relational  Being:  Beyond  the  Singular  Self.   89  
The  Condition  of  Being  Heard:  Acceptance  of  Voice.   90  
The  Relational  Condition  of  Safety.   91  

Logistical Conditions   92  
The  Condition  of  Group  Membership.   92  
The  Condition  of  Emergence:  Agenda  and  Conversation.   93  
The  Condition  of  Facilitation:  Hosts  and  Guests.   94  

M eaning of the Dialogical Conditions   95  

Re-    96  

   96  
You  Realize  Self  in  Relation  to  Adolescent  Substance  Use.   97  
You  Realize  It  Could  be  Worse.   98  
You  Realize  More  than  One  Explanation.   98  

   99  
You  Realize  What  You  Can  Control.   99  
You  Realize  Your  Voice.   100  
You  Realize  What  You  Have  Been  Through  and  How  to  Keep  Going.   101  
You  Realize  Hopefulness.   102  

Deconstructing Walls and Building Walkways: C reating M eaning   103  

Summary: A M eaning-Making O ccasion   105  

CHAPTER  FIVE:  INTERPRETATIONS  AND  DISCUSSION   107  

My Inquiry in Relation to Existing L iterature   107  
Logical  Positivism.   108  
The  Familiar  Story  and  The  Re-­‐Authored  Telling.   109  
Group  Therapy.   110  



  

8  
  

Clinical Application: How Can we C reate a Relational Discourse in Youth and Family Services?   111  
Responsive  Systems.   112  
Responsive  Practitioners.   114  
Collaborative  Practice:  A  Practice  Stance.   116  
Menu  of  Options.   117  
Conclusion.   118  

Limitations and Future Inquiry   118  

M utual T ransformation   119  
Provoking  Dialogue  with  Practitioners  and  Other  System  Stakeholders.   119  
Engaging  the  Practitioner  as  Researcher.   120  
Stephanie  McCune.   121  

In C losing   122  

R E F E R E N C ES   124  

APPENDIX A   136  

APPENDIX B   138  

APPENDIX C   142  

 
  




