The Year Ahead: Wonderment and Consequence
Kenneth Gergen, President, Board of Directors

The October conference was surely a highpoint in one of the most productive years of the Taos Institute yet. It
was a year with new books streaming from Taos Institute Publications, new enrollees and graduates from the PhD
program, an array of workshops, burgeoning Associates, and more. And yet, I can scarcely detect anyone who views
the coming year as “more of the same.” Rather, what truly excites me about the TI network is the continuous sense
of wonderment. What could we create; what might now be possible; how could we make a further contribution to
the world in which we live? I like to think this sense of wonderment is fostered by social constructionist thought
itself. For the constructionist, new worlds are as close as the next conversation.
But if we shift from these giddy moments of creation to matters of consequence, what images now appear on the
horizon? One matter of immanent concern is whether we should become a membership organization. Many have
asked about ways to join the Institute more fully, and membership may be the best route. Closely connected is the
possibility of joining like-minded organizations to publish a journal featuring constructionist ideas, research and
practice. This possibility is related, in turn, to an initiative in the making: a website archive of theses and dissertations that treat issues and practices in social construction. Personally, I would also like to see an enrichment in
thinking about the process of dialogue and the efficacy of narrative. Coupled with such theoretical development, I
would welcome an expansion in featured practices. I hope we can explore together new, collaborative practices in
mediation, education, and health care. This can be a very exciting year indeed.

It is with abundant
gratitude and sadness
that we say farewell
to co-founder and
long-standing board
member Diana Whitney. Diana has
stepped down from
her board position of
the past 12 years and is now taking a
new role as board member emeritus.
Diana was our link to Taos, NM and
the host to many visitors in that area of
the world who wanted to connect with
the Taos Institute. She graciously
opened her heart, home and community to all who came to Taos for learn-

ing, respite, and colleagueship. We
will miss Diana’s gentle, spiritual and
visionary voice on the board.
The Taos Institute board of directors
will expand as we welcome Dan Wulff
and Sally St. George who join the
board of directors. Dan and Sally have
been involved with the Taos Institute
for over 10 years and bring a wealth of
knowledge and experience working
with social construction theory in
practice and teaching.

They also co-edit The Qualitative Report, http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/
index.html , a free online journal dedicated to publishing creative and welldone qualitative research from all disciplines across the world.
We are thrilled that they will be helping to lead the Institute into the future.

They are the co-directors of the Family Therapy Program in the Kent
School of Social Work at the University of Louisville.

The 2005 Taos Institute Outstanding Contribution Award
This year, the Taos
Institute has much
for which to be
grateful. Many people have contributed
hours of time to help
advance the work of
the institute. One
person in particular has gone
above and beyond her stated role.
Dr. Jackie Stavros, Taos Associate, has volunteered hundreds of
hours this year working with Jane
Seiling, our chief editor, on the

Focus Book Series. Both Jackie
and Jane work with authors to
bring their visions of publishing to
a reality.

working with authors, offering her
time, talents, vision and voice to
the publishing initiatives of the
Taos Institute.

Dr. Stavros is a professor of
Management and Leadership at
Lawrence Technical University in
Michigan. Several years ago, she
offered to volunteer her time, expertise and interest in working
with the publishing efforts of the
institute. We are grateful for
Jackie’s unending commitment to

She also became one of our authors this year with the new publication: Dynamic Relationships:
Unleashing the Power of AI in
Daily Living, with co-author Cheri
Torres.
Thank you Jackie for your generous contribution to the Taos Institute.

